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LIFE AT THE EDGE: 

FROM PREBIOTIC CHEMISTRY 

TO EXTRATERRESTRIAL BIOLOGY 


Sydney Brenner 

MRC Laboratory for Molecular Biology, Cambridge 
What is Life? 


Session 1: Prebiotic Chemistry 


Stanley Miller 

University of California, San Diego 
Chemical Evolution on die Prebiotic Earth 

A. Graham Cairris-Smith 

University of Glasgow 

The First Organisms: Clay Minerals and the Origin of Life 

David Deamer 

University of California, Davis 
The Evolution of Membrane Structure 

Leslie Orgel 

Salk Institute for Biological Studies, San Diego 
Prebiotics: from Building Blocks to RNA 

Jack Szostak 

Massachusetts General Hospital 

Towards a Demonstration of a Self-Replicating RNA 


Session 2: Adaptations to Extreme Environments 

Norman Pace 
Indiana University 

The Origin and Evolution of Life Under Extreme Conditions 
John Crowe 

University of California, Davis 

Life Without Water: Adaptations to Periodic Dehydrauon 
George Somero 

Scripps Institute of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego 
Life Without Light: Hydrothermal Vent Ecosystems 


Source: https://www,industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/mqlv0000 



